








To Dwell in the House of the Lord 


Every Christian home should be a “house of the Lord,” a 
sanctuary where the God of love reigns supreme. These booklets will 
guide and inspire you to fulfil that ideal. Each booklet 15¢, postage 
extra; all four for 65¢ postpaid. 


United in Christ 
The Church’s teaching on matrimony explained, with helpful 
advice for those planning to marry. Contains marriage 
service. 


Why Not Make Your Home Ideal 
A simple, practical guide to real happiness in the home. Most 
helpful for young home-builders. 


Enthronement of the Sacred Heart 
What it means to make Jesus the living, ever present Head of 
your family. Contains ceremonial of Enthronement and 
explains Night Adoration in the Home. 


Favors from the King 
Stories of the wonderful graces granted through the En- 
thronement to six families, charmingly told by Father Mateo, 
SS.CC., founder of the movement. 


“The Lord’s house is a house of prayer”—and yours will be too with 
our beautiful FAMILY PRAYER LEAFLETS and HOLY PICTURES 
In black and white 15 for 15¢ postpaid—Special for January. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Rosaries Repaired 


Rosaries rechained in nickel silver ..........................-.------------ $1.00 
in sterling silver -................ Ft eee ee 1.50 

(New cross or center extra 
Sisters’ side rosaries rechained in strong nickel silver __.......... 1.25 
Rosaries made of any beads you send for the same price as rechaining. 


Send to: Mr. J. Randall, 815 Sergeant Avenue, Joplin, Missouri 
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Leave the Past to the Mercy of God, 
The Present to His Love, and 
The Future to His Providence. 


St. Augustine 





Happy New Year 


N ANNOUNCING the birth of Christ, the Prince of Peace, 
the angel gave mankind the recipe for true peace and lasting 
happiness. It is a very short formula, but it is guaranteed to 
work, for it is based on the right order of things. His words were: 
“Glory to God in the highest!” That is all. How simple, yet 
how practical, and how truly fruitful in happiness; for it brings 
the consciousness of the union of the soul with its God, and if 
anyone is united to the Source of all happiness, he cannot be 
otherwise than happy. Anyone who lives these words, making 
God the center of his life, will receive the full outpouring of 
heaven’s blessing, promised by the angel in the same breath: 
“And on earth peace to men of good will.” 


God is the only true and permanent foundation of spiritual 
joy. He is the very source of life and love. He wants us to be 
happy. He has done everything to make us happy. All that we 
must do is to be of “good will,” and co-operate faithfully with 
God’s loving designs. 


What are God’s blueprints for our happiness? A glance at 
the work of Divine Providence shows us what God has done in 
creation and redemption to make us supremely happy in time 
and in eternity. Pain and suffering formed no part of God’s 
original plans for man. When God created man, He made him 
perfect in body and soul, without blemish or defect. Then God 
added to his natural perfections the preternatural gifts of infused 
knowledge, perfect moral balance, and freedom from sickness and 
death. And to crown all, out of infinite love, God gave man 
something of His own nature by bestowing upon him the super- 
natural gift of sanctifying grace, making him more than a “crea- 
ture” of God—a “child” and “heir” to His heavenly home. 


Is there anything more that God could have done? Our 
age is greatly concerned over “social security,” but in Paradise 
man had everything that could possibly be desired. There was 
not a single cloud on the horizon; no specter of pain; no sickness 
and death to haunt his happy life. According to God’s plan, 
man, if he was obedient to God’s will, after a time would have 
been taken to heaven body and soul to enjoy for eternity the 
indescribable happiness of the Beatific Vision of God. He would 
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have been “like God” in a way that he could never have dreamed 
of. 


But man could not wait. He failed God, and by his sin 
spoiled God’s plans for his happiness and that of the children 
after him who would people the whole earth. He yielded to 
Satan’s suggestion that he would be “like God” by eating the 
fruit which God had forbidden to him in order to “try his obedi- 
ence” and loyalty, and thus test his subjection to his Creator 
and Lord. He made himself the principle of his action—not the 
will and command of God, as Lucifer had done when he cried, 
“T will be like to the Most High!” His sin was brought out into 
the open by his disobedience. And with it came death. God 
had warned him, “In what day soever thou shalt touch it, thou 
shalt die the death!” Adam did not know what death meant. 
It sounded ominous, but he had never seen death, had never 
experienced it. But he knew spiritual death when the concupis- 
cences broke forth within him; he was to know corporal death by 
personal experience. A great shadow had descended upon the 
earth. Man had turned away from God. And the Divine Justice 
demanded reparation for this rejection of His Divine Majesty. 

Yet God did not cast man into hell as He did the rebel 
angels. He still wanted him to be happy, still wanted him to 
share in His own uncreated goodness. He brought forth a second 
set of blueprints, but in this plan man’s happiness would differ 
considerably from the original. In Paradise man was the happy 
recipient of God’s generous gifts. All he had to do was use them. 
Now God told man that He would send a Redeemer to make 
reparation and restore the broken friendship. This Redemption 
is the mystery which is set before us at Christmastide by the 
Incarnation and in the following seasons by the Life, Passion and 
Death of Jesus. The Son of God would come and pay the price 
of sin. He would reopen heaven. He would set up a new Para- 
dise, the Church, in which He would plant a new Tree of Life, 
with its fullness of sacramental graces. However, God did not 
restore to man the same happy condition that he had enjoyed 
before sin spoiled everything. No, Divine Justice demanded 
some reparation on man’s own part. While sparing man and giv- 
ing him another chance, God left the cross and thorns of life and 
the stones of suffering. 

The way to peace and happiness is open to him, but man 
must willingly pay the price of spiritual joy by shouldering his 
cross and following his Crucified Savior. 
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Do we understand now God’s redemptive plans for our hap- 
piness? Peace is promised only to men of good will, and a good 
will is only one that is conformed to God’s will. We have in- 
herited a sad legacy of trials and temptations, sickness and death, 
because of original sin; but if we conform ourselves to God’s good 
pleasure in our regard and bear our cross of earthly sufferings 
patiently and joyfully for love of God, it will one day become a 
shining crown in heaven through Christ’s merits. 

There are three main rules whereby we may establish our- 
selves in the spirit of conformity to God’s will. First, we must 
renounce our self-centeredness and become God-centered. We 
must let the angel’s words, “Glory be to God in the highest” 
re-echo in our daily life, and make all our actions revolve around 
the glory of God. Secondly, we must strive to deepen and 
strengthen our union with God by endeavoring to avoid all de- 
liberate venial sin, by which the bonds of love are weakened and 
we find ourselves filled with pride and self-will, and so unworthy 
of the graces God wishes to give us. And finally, the third rule 
is we must follow God’s plans for our happiness. We must see all 
that happens from His viewpoint, trust His infinite wisdom and 
goodness in all things, and realize that our disappointments are 
His appointments. 

This approach to the daily struggle will be fruitful of peace 
and happiness. Humble reliance on God gives the soul the power 
of God. It enables us to lay hold of the goodness of God, and 
we give Him reverence and honor. And the result is a Happy 
New Year, a Happy Life, a Happy Eternity! 








Let a burning CANDLE be your 
expression of gratitude for the gift 
of a New Year. A candle will be 
burned before the Blessed Sacra- 
ment a day and a night for an offer- 
ing of 50¢; for a week, $3.50; a 
month, $12.00; a year, $144.00. For 
an offering of 10¢ a VIGIL LIGHT 
will be burned before the Shrine of 
the Infant Jesus of Prague or before 
the relic of your favorite Saint in 
the Relic Chapel. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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With Gifts to Adore Him 


HE Magi are favorite subjects for artists. Their picturesque 
robes and camel trains have decorated many a Christmas 
card. In all this variety one note in particular seems to dominate: 
eagerness. No matter how the Wise Men are pictured, their 
attitude is always one of expectation, of eagerness. They are 
going somewhere, searching for Someone, Someone they are eager 
to find. St. Matthew’s whole account of their coming vibrates 
with this eagerness. There is the eager, repeated question: 
“Where is He that is born King of the Jews?” There is the 
intense, eager joy at the re-appearance of the star: “And seeing 
the star, they rejoiced exceedingly.” There is the eager, generous 
worship offered the little Christ-King: “And falling down, they 
adored Him, and opening their treasures, they offered Him gifts.” 
This eagerness, at once unselfish and humble, is surely one of the 
most lovable traits of these royal spiritual ancestors of ours. For 
in coming to Bethlehem to adore the new-born King, the Magi 
represent us, non-Jews, people of the still pagan world, who yet 
wanted to belong to Christ as fully as the Chosen People. 


Living so many centuries after them, we, too, have a star, 
an “epiphany” or sign of Christ’s coming among us. This sign 
is the Mass. On the altar every day we can find Him, adore 
Him, offer Him gifts. We can do more than this; we can unite 
the gifts that represent us with the offering of His own Body 
and Blood. The bread and wine that our work, changed into 
money, has provided, are the symbols of what we are offering at 
Mass—the symbols of ourselves. They must represent us, repre- 
sent our eager longing to be more and more transformed into 
living images of Christ through His vital action in the Mass. 
Each Consecration should make us more Christlike. However 
great our eagerness that this should happen may be, it cannot 
match Christ’s. His is an infinite eagerness, an infinite power to 
take us and transform us, if we will let Him, into His likeness. 
That was the whole point of Christmas. God’s Christmas gift 
to us was not the Child of Bethlehem alone, but the unbelievable 
privilege of sharing in this Child’s sonship, of being by grace what 
Christ is by nature: sons of God. This is the gift which made 
the hearts of the early Church Fathers and saints overflow with 
Christmas merriment. 
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The Church combines three great manifestations or “epipha- 
nies” of Christ in this one feast of the Epiphany. The first is 
that to the Magi. The second is the manifestation of Christ’s 
power at Cana, when He worked the first of His “signs,” as St. 
John calls them, by changing water into wine. The wedding at 
Cana has always been seen as a figure of the Holy Eucharist. 
At each Mass, when wine is changed into the Blood of Christ by 
the words of Consecration, we have the fulfillment of Cana, when - 
water was changed into wine. Before working that great sign, 
Christ told His Mother that His “hour had not yet come.” But 
now, today, His hour has come at each Mass, and we need not 
wait or delay. With all the eagerness of the Magi we can go to 
the Communion rail and know we shall welcome into our hearts 
the very King they traveled so far to adore. Here Christ com- 
municates His very life to us; here we receive the Christ-life at 
its fountain and source. And this selfsame act which unites us 
with Christ, and through Christ with the Trinity, unites us 
equally with each other, for we are all guests at God’s table. 
Fellowship with the sacramental Body of Christ means fellowship 
with His Mystical Body also. 


The third epiphany commemorated in this Feast is the one 
that took place at the Jordan when Christ was baptized by St. 
John. Humbled and amazed, the Precursor performed the 
ceremony of cleansing for the all-holy Son of God. As Jesus 
came up from the water, St. Matthew tells us, “the heavens were 
opened and he (St. John) saw the Spirit of God descending as 
a dove and coming upon Him. And behold, a voice from the 
heavens said: “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased’” (Matt. 3:16, 17). As she sees Cana prefiguring the 
Holy Eucharist, the Church sees baptism prefigured in this scene 
at the Jordan. The sinless Christ had no need to descend into 
the waters; it was for our cleansing that He permitted this 
ceremony. 


It is through the power given us at our baptism that we are 
enabled to offer the Sacrifice of the Mass. We do not offer it 
in the same sense that the priest does, yet we do truly “offer” 
the Mass. When we come to the “Offertory prayers” in our mis- 
sals, it is time to stop and prepare our offering, as the priest is 
preparing the bread and wine. It is time to prepare whatever we 
have to offer God; this means ourselves under these symbols of 
bread and wine. The bread and wine will become Christ. And 
we shall become Christlike. We shall be able to offer Christ to 
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His Father. It 
is the power of 
Christ given us 
at baptism that 
enables us to of- 
fer Him thus in 
Mass. At bap- 
tism we became 
a part of Christ, 
a member of His 
Mystical Body, 
and there flowed 
into us a super- 
natural life that 
was and is a 
sharing in His 
own life. The 
descent of the 
Holy Spirit at 
Christ’s baptism 
in the Jordan 
foreshadowed the 
descent of the 
same Holy Spirit 
with His miracu- 
lous powers at 
Pentecost. Those 
powers give the 
Church the 
means of offering Mass, of doing what Christ had asked “in 
commemoration of Me.” 





© Camera Clix Carl Bloch 


Mass, then, is a continuing Epiphany, a great sign of Christ 
living and active among us, saving us, loving us, transforming 
us, uniting us to Himself and to each other. As we make our 
way to Mass in the early morning when the last stars are dimming 
in the brightening sky, or at noon, or in the evening, we, too, 
can say with the Magi: “We have seen His star. .. and have come 
with gifts to adore Him.” And we can pray with the Church: 
“Look favorably, Lord, upon Your Church’s gifts. It is not gold 
that we offer now, nor frankincense and myrrh, but He who is 
proclaimed thereby, our Sacrifice and our Food, Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, Our Lord.” (Secret prayer for the feast of Epiphany.) 
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Reverence in Speech 


HE gift of speech is a wonderful gift of God. It is a source 
of so much joy and comfort and intellectual progress. God 
gave this faculty only to men. Animals also have lungs, throats 
and organs of speech, as men have; but they do not speak. Why 
do they not speak? Because they have nothing to say. But to 
men, God has given very much to say. It is therefore doubly 
wicked for them to revile and offend the good God by their 
speech instead of praising and honoring Him with this most 
privileged gift. Men’s conversation should be such as expresses 
gratitude and filial affection to this good Heavenly Father. 


If you believe in God, honor His Name! If you do not 
believe, do not take His Name in vain lest you offend others! 
This is the Golden Rule of Good Manners in regard to God’s 
Name, and even unbelievers should observe it. 


When we utter our mother’s name, we surely do so with a 
feeling of gratitude and affection. But of what do we think when 
uttering the most holy Name of God? Respect for this Name 
impelled Newton, the great astronomer, to take off his hat as 
often as he heard the Name of God pronounced. You are often 
made aware of this same respect when the Name of Jesus is pro- 
nounced in the presence of a priest, or before a sincere and rev- 
erent layman, who raise their hats in deference to the Holy Name. 


Unfortunately, in almost every class of society nowadays it 
has become a prevalent practice to resort to the use of the Divine 
Name or Its derivatives when looking for expressions of force or 
vehemence. Perhaps it is because people seek to give absolute 
force to their statements that they call upon the ABSOLUTE in 
expressing themselves. Such a habit, however, is not commend- 
able. The use of the Divine Name is employed more and more 
carelessly, until it becomes second nature even in the commonest 
speech. And this seems to be the stage of irreverence many have 
now reached. That Name, at the mention of which all creatures 
should bow, and whose Bearer is honored with incessant praise by 
the angels and saints in heaven, becomes for many a convenient 
and glib expression of force, as unnecessary as it is disrespectful. 


Every Catholic knows that the Second of the Ten Command- 
ments forbids the taking of God’s Name in vain. Like all the 
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Commandments, this one has both a positive and a negative 
aspect. Positively, it commands us to honor the Name of God 
and to swear by It with reverence. This honor attaches to all 
the titles by which we designate the Omnipotent and Eternal 
Majesty of the Godhead. It is applied equally to the Names of 
the Three Divine Persons, of which perhaps the Name of Jesus 
is most frequently misused. 


What is there in the Name of Jesus that should make It 
different from all other names on earth? To a lover of Christ, the 
sacred Name of Jesus means eternal life and salvation. That 
Name signifies the Divine Teacher of mankind, the Physician of 
souls, the Redeemer of the world. When we are ignorant of 
Truth, Jesus is our Teacher; when we are sick in spirit, Jesus is 
our Physician; when we are sinners, Jesus is our Redeemer. With 
truth each one of us can cry out: “My Jesus, my All!” The 
Name of Jesus brings help and consolation in all our trials, and 
spiritual strength in time of temptation. 


When our Blessed Lord was born, no human on earth was 
able to give Him the correct Name to signify His great glory. 
Only God in heaven was able to give the fitting Name to His 
Divine Son. Through an angel, God said to St. Joseph: “Thou 
shalt call His Name JESUS!” This Sacred Name is a Hebrew 
word, which means “Savior” in our language. The origin of that 
Name was in heaven. It was uttered the first time on earth by 
the pure lips of an archangel. It was pronounced with reverent 
love by the Blessed Mother and St. Joseph. 


In the Old Testament, the death penalty was inflicted upon 
those who abused or desecrated God’s most holy Name. In some 
countries, even today, a punishment is imposed by law on all 
those who in public offend against the Name of God. And God 
Himself has sanctioned an eternal punishment for those who 
in a grievous manner abuse His Holy Name. 


The gift of speech, as we have said, was given to men that 
they should sanctify, glorify and hallow the Name of God. This 
must be done always and everywhere. Man should not use the 
tongue God has given him at one moment to praise God and at 
another to curse Him. This, however, actually happens, and is 
without doubt the reason many people’s prayers are not heard; 
for these prayers are void of reverence and praise, and are uttered 
by God-offending tongues. 
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Due honor can be given to the Holy Name in various ways: 
by a public profession of faith; by respect for the Word of God; 
by acts of praise and thanksgiving; by calling upon God in 
prayer; by bowing the head at the mention of the Name of Jesus; 
by special attention in the “Our Father” to the words, “Hallowed 
be Thy Name!”, and to the Name of Jesus in the “Hail Mary.” 


It is fitting that the New Year begins with the feast of the 
Holy Name of Jesus, which impresses upon us the dignity of that 
Name. This feast should lead us to a sincere resolution to make 
frequent, reverent use of that Name ourselves, and to encourage 
its frequent, reverent use among others. Think of all the graces 
and privileges that can be obtained by those who use the Name 
of Jesus properly! For the mere prayerful utterance of the Holy 
Name of JESUS, the Church grants an indulgence of three hun- 
dred days. Just think how much temporal punishment can be re- 
mitted by the proper use of our Savior’s Name. Let its use be- 
come a habit with us, so that when we breathe our last word, it 
may be JESUS! 





A Week-End at Clyde 


Young ladies between the 
ages of 16 and 30 interested 
in the life of the Benedictine 
Sisters of Perpetual Adora- 
tion are invited to spend the 
week-end of the Third Sun- 
day of any month here with 
us at Clyde. We shall be 
happy to welcome you and 
give you an opportunity to 
observe our semi-cloistered 
way of life. 





For more information, write to: 


Rev. Mother Prioress General 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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God’s Life in Us 


That We Might Have Life 


HE glorious feasts of Christmastide dazzle our minds like the 
summer fireworks display that sends burst upon burst of 
sparkling lights showering down a darkened sky: we are always 
hopeful that there will be “just one more” to add to our store of 
memories of this most joyful season of peace and love. Yet it 
is the Infant Jesus Himself who seems eager to press forward, to 
“be about His Father’s business” (Gospel, Sunday after the 
feast of Epiphany). And by the third Sunday after Epiphany, 
the Gospel stories have presented Our Lord’s baptism by St. 
John the Baptist, Christ’s first miracle at the wedding at Cana 
and the beginning of His public ministry. The work of Redemp- 
tion is begun almost before the Crib scenes are stored away. 

It is not out of place then, even as we linger with the Magi, 
adoring the Divine Babe, to consider and reflect on why this 
Child was born. [In fact, it is most fitting, lest we become too 
attached to the Infant simply because He is so winning and lov- 
able and lose sight of the Man He will become and what His mis- 
sion will be. This Child is God-made-man. He is our Savior, 
come to take away the sins of the world, to wash clean in a flood 
of His Precious Blood all who will receive Him. 

But He has an even more wonderful gift to give us. In 
His own words, taken from the parable of the Good Shepherd, 
“T came that they (the sheep of His flock) may have life and 
have it more abundantly” (John 10:10). Not an ordinary kind 
of life, but a higher, an everlasting life. (Cf. John 17:2.) A 
life only God could give, a gift even God cannot excel. The Child 
who was born to give His human life for us came above all to give 
His divine life to us. 

The divine life which we receive from Christ is sanctifying 
grace, poured into our souls at baptism. It is not a piece or a 
measured amount of God Himself, for He cannot be broken up 
or divided in any way. But grace is a real though created share 
of God’s own inner life, of the internal and eternal living action 
most proper to God. God the Father expresses an infinite knowl- 
edge of Himself and thus begets the Word, God the Son, to whom 
He communicates His entire divine reality. Then Father and 
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Son, in this communication, breathe forth a sigh of love, which 
is God the Holy Spirit. This is the vital and most characteristic 
living action of God within Himself: knowing and loving Himself. 

It is this inner life we are made to share—even as our cate- 
chism taught us when it asked, “Why were you made?” and 
answered “To know and love God.” But what a new depth of 
meaning that simple answer contains when we realize that by 
sanctifying grace we are made to know and love God in the same 
way He knows and loves Himself, but only in a finite proportion. 

Our new life does not change our souls into the divine sub- 
stance. We do not become God; for God does not communicate 
to us His entire divine reality as He did to the Son. We will 
never, even in heaven, comprehend the sum of the whole God as 
Christ does. But our created likeness is more than an imitation 
of God’s divine action. It is a real sharing in that perfection of 
the diyine reality which will reach its full fruition in the Beatific 
Vision. 

We are truly born anew even as Our Lord said we would 
have to be. (John 3:3 ff.) We receive a new nature by which 
we possess, here and now, the seed of eternal glory, even as the 
acorn contains the mighty oak, and the new-born baby, the in- 
tellectual, physical and spiritual powers of the grown man. We 
are born anew that we may truly be united to God in a most 
intimate manner. The glory that God the Father gave to His 
Son, the Son has given to us, that we may be one with Them, 
even as They are One. (John 17:22.) 


How close we should feel to our most loving God, who con- 
stantly pours His intimate secrets and infinite goodness into our 
souls! Even now we can and must find our happiness near Him 
and in Him. Sanctifying grace makes us more like God than our 
natural birth made us like our parents. All creatures resemble 
God in a certain degree, as they reflect more or less imperfectly 
His divinity. But only the soul in grace participates in His na- 
ture. St. Augustine affirms, “The grace of God surpasses the 
stars and the heavens in dignity. Far more, it leaves the most 
sublime angelic natures far below it.”” He would even place eleva- 
tion through grace above the Blessed Virgin’s privilege of Mother 
of God. 

This sublime dignity alone to which God has raised us (be- 
sides the additional gifts accompanying grace which will be dis- 
cussed in future articles), makes us realize that our life of grace 
here on earth must begin and really be like our life of glory in 
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heaven. As St. Paul states, “Our citizenship is in heaven” (Phil. 
3:20). Our vocation here on earth is to live the life of heaven, 
for likeness in nature calls for a likeness in thoughts, will, love 
and operations. Since we are become divine in our being, let us 
be divine in our actions. The moral beauty of our life must rise 
to the level of the divine beauty that grace has implanted in us. 


(To be continued.) 


Jubilee Echoes 


HE celebration of the Silver Jubilee of our Sanctuary of 
Perpetual Adoration in Tucson by a triduum of Solemn 
Holy Masses and other ceremonies on November 5, 6 and7 has 
now become history. But the flood of graces released by those 
solemn acts of worship, mingling with the daily offering of the 
Holy Sacrifices and the prayer-life of the past and future, will go 
on and on, accomplishing in souls their hidden, silent, but very 
real work of purification and sanctification. Only at the end of 
time will it be revealed what a tremendous role in the work of 
saving souls this Sanctuary played. 

The occasion of the Jubilee was gladdened by a message of 
congratulation from our Holy Father, Pope John XXIII, who 
graciously bestowed His apostolic blessing on the Congregation 
and those participating in the celebration. 

Beautiful tributes to the prayer-apostolate of the Sisters 
were paid by the several speakers. One of them—the Most Rev. 
Francis Green, newly-appointed Bishop of the Diocese—borrow- 
ing the parable of the mustard seed, compared the Church to a 
lime tree in his patio, which he said at all times bears blossoms, 
green fruit and ripe fruit. Like this tree, the Church is contin- 
ually perpetuating itself with the flowers of progress and the fruit 
of the spirit; and this Sanctuary, dedicated to Christ the King, is, 
he said, a magnificent flower and fruit of that tree, producing 
promise for the future and fruit for heaven. 

Another speaker compared the Sanctuary to a powerhouse, 
pouring forth tremendous graces from the Heart of Christ the 
King in a measure not to be comprehended in this life. As the 
Kingly character of Christ was concealed beneath the mock trap- 
pings of royalty as He stood before Pilate, so now under the 


4 
270 TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 


humble appearance of the Sacred Host, the same King is present 
in a hidden manner, but recognized with the eyes of faith and the 
testimony of hearts; the same King of Love who is the Source of 
salvation, the Source of peace, which the world is so madly seek- 
ing in our times. We will never know, he said, until we are face 
to face with this King of Love in eternity, the treasures that have 
come forth from this tabernacle, the troubled hearts that have 
knelt in these pews and begged the King of Peace for solutions to 
difficulties, for grace to overcome temptation, for power to become 
saints. We will never know, because as mortals we cannot look 
into hearts. We cannot see the operations of love that take place 
in souls. But as members of the Mystical Body of Christ we 
must rejoice—must be overwhelmed with rejoicing—realizing 
that for twenty-five years this King has been here enthroned; this 
King who has been mocked in our day, has been persecuted, has 
been spit upon and abused. 

Congratulating the Sisters whose lives are dedicated to the 
wonderful work of Perpetual Adoration, he said that all the acti- 
vity in the world, all the Catholic Action, all the preaching, would 
be of little value, if such consecrated souls did not pour forth 
an unending stream of prayer before the Throne of the King, 
begging His help for those who are engaged in active labors for 
souls. He encouraged the Sisters to continue their work of 
“quiet, unpublicized prayer” as instruments in God’s hands; to 
continue by their devotion to Christ in the Sacrament of His 
Love to implore—not a stream, not a river, but an ocean of grace; 
begging God to give grace and strength and peace and to bring 
all men to kneel in adoration before the Throne of the King of 
kings. 

As members of the Mystical Body of Christ, and therefore 
sharing in all the spiritual benefits flowing from this Sanctuary of 
Perpetual Adoration, our readers too have rejoiced in the fruitful 
apostolate of this third of our Sanctuaries of Perpetual Adora- 
tion. Especially has this joy and blessing been shared by those 
who by their prayers and material gifts have helped to erect the 
chapel and convent and are helping to maintain them through 
the years. 


While we thank our kind friends again for their wonderful 
help, without which we could not carry on our Eucharistic apos- 
tolate, we beg to recommend to their charity once again the fifth 
of our Sanctuaries, that of St. Pius X, founded in San Diego, 
California. The little semi-basement chapel and the temporary 
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convent are in great need of being replaced by a larger and more 
spacious building, less unworthy of the King of kings there en- 
throned and perpetually adored, and able to accommodate a 
sufficient number of Sisters to carry on the work of the Com- 
munity. 


His Star 


HE Fathers of the Church recognize in the star which ap- 
peared to the Magi a figure of Mary, the Mother of Christ; 
for just as the star led the Wise Men to Bethlehem, where they 
found the Savior, so Mary attracts and leads souls to her Divine 
Son. The Church, in fact, leads the way in applying this sym- 
bolism to Mary. In greeting her as the “Morning Star,” the 
Church hails her as the blessed harbinger of the day of salvation; 
and in calling her the “Star of the Sea,” she designates her as 
the consoling, guiding star that leads and comforts those who 
sail the tempestuous sea of life, and brings them safely to the har- 
bor of eternity. 

The star that appeared to the Wise Men apparently was not 
an ordinary star, but a very special one, judging from its move- 
ment, light, and the time of its appearance. Some theologians 
believe that it was a new and prodigious star, created by God for 
this very occasion, as a sign, an index finger, to point out Jesus 
to the gentile world. It is significant that the Magi refer to it 
as His star. “We have seen His star in the East and have come 
to worship Him” (Matt. 2:2). 

Mary, a true woman, is not an ordinary child of Adam, but 
one singled out from all others. She is a privileged woman, 
fashioned by God for the special purpose of giving Jesus 
to the world. She is singular and unique among all other women 
because of her Immaculate Conception, the fulness of her graces, 
the sanctity of her life, the sublimity of her calling, her exalted 
nobility. This was signified by the angel in his magnificent salu- 
tation: “Hail, full of grace... Blessed art thou among women” 
(Luke 1:28). Mary was created purposely to be the Mother of 
Jesus, enriched with exceptional gifts in view of Jesus, so that she 
might be worthy in as supreme a degree as possible to receive 
Him into her bosom. She is His in the fullest sense of the word. 
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The star seen by the Magi was extraordinarily clear and 
bright. Mary is the most pure and beautiful of all creatures 
because of her divine maternity. She shines with a most brilliant 
light that radiates from the splendor of her privileges and the 
sacred fire of her love. The star of the Wise Men sent out its 
rays without altering or detracting from its being. St. Bernard 
says this is the most expressive figure of Mary, who, without loss 
to her virginity, gave birth to Jesus; for, as the ray did not 
diminish the brightness nor the substance of the star, so neither 
did the Son take away the integrity of the Mother. 


But there is a yet more appealing likeness between the Magi’s 
star and Mary. The star was, so to say, one of the Gospels, writ- 
ten by God’s finger in the heavens; the first revelation of the In- 
carnate Word. Mary, says St. Epiphanius, is a mysterious and 
living book, composed, not by the finger but by the right hand 
of God; a book which has made it possible for all the world to 
read the mysteries of the Word of God. 

St. Cyril of Alexandria, recognizing the same qualities in 
Mary, proclaimed her a 
truly miraculous star, 
which has attracted peo- 
ples from the worship of 
idols to the recognition 
of the truth, and has 
made the light of the 
only-begotten Son of 
God shine in the midst 
of those who sat in dark- 
ness and the shadow of 
death. 


Richard of St. Law- 
rence declares that as 
Jesus Christ said of His 
Father, “No one comes 
to Me, unless My Father 
draw him,” so it can be 
said of Mary, “No one 
comes to Jesus except 
through His Mother.” 
But how reconcile this 
apparent contradiction? 
In a most simple man- 
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ner. No one goes to Christ as the true Redeemer unless he be- 
lieves that He has God for His Father and Mary for His Mother; 
that He is a “Man-God” who as man could suffer and die for the 
world’s salvation, and whose sufferings and death, as true God, 
possessed an infinite value capable of satisfying the Father’s jus- 
tice. Therefore both the Heavenly Father and the earthly Moth- 
er draw us to Jesus Christ—the one through His Divine Nature, 
the other through His sacred Humanity. God the Father draws 
us to Jesus, not only by His grace, but also by His Divine genera- 
tion, through which Jesus is true God; and Mary draws us to 
Him not only by her prayer and intercession, but also by her 
generation of Him as man. 

We reverence, adore and pray to Jesus as the Mediator who 
can save us because we believe that He is God, the true Son of 
God and equal to God. The Heavenly Father Himself bore wit- 
ness to this at His baptism in the Jordan and again on Mount 
Tabor. He is our Mediator also because He is true man, with a 
perfect human nature, taken from His Virgin-Mother. In His 
humanity He can fully understand our weakness, our frailties, 
because He has experienced the limitations of our human nature. 
Thus we feel a tender confidence in Him, even a familiarity as the 
Son of Mary, as well as the Son of God. 

We go to Him with perfect confidence in His power as 
God and in His benignity as Man, drawn by the Eternal Father 
and by Mary, His Mother. Thus Mary is our true Star, who 
enters in a mysterious and ineffable manner into God’s plan in 
calling us to the faith, and plays an important part in the whole 
economy of our salvation. She is our Star because she has an 
important role in all the mysteries of grace. 





We ask our readers to pray for the repose of the soul of 
our beloved Sister M. Rita Busby, O0.S.B., who was called to her 
eternal reward on November 23. May she rest in peace. 








1K Yd 
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Toward Reunion 


ERHAPS one of the most frequent topics of conversation 
in Catholic circles and the subject most written about in 
Catholic journals since January 25, 1959 has been the Ecumeni- 
cal Council, which was announced by His Holiness, Pope 
John XXIII, on that date. The day, January 25, was significant, 
because it marked the close of the Octave of Prayer for Church 
Unity which has been observed annually throughout the Chris- 
tian world for the past half-century. A happy outlook for the 
fruitfulness of the Council in advancing the cause of religious 
unity in the world arises from the enthusiastic response and 
interest which has been manifested by the flock of Christ outside 
the fold of the Catholic Church. An especially favorable interest 
seems to have been awakened among the clergy of the Eastern 
Orthodox religious groups. This interest has been received by 
His Holiness with friendly warmth. Furthermore, groups of 
Lutherans who lean towards Catholic teachings, as well as Angli- 
cans, have expressed keen interest. 


But no one is so naive as to expect that the Council can or 
will entirely heal the wounds of centuries and bring to an end 
all estrangements. Such a dramatic result would surely be pos- 
sible if God chose to intervene directly to bring it about; but 
His ordinary manner of action is to work by a slower course of 
Divine Providence, taking generations and sometimes centuries 
to accomplish His end. We have a right, however, to expect that 
the Council will lay the groundwork for a better understanding, 
and there is good hope that a more cordial relationship will be 
fostered with groups separated from the Church of Rome, each of 
which views this Church in a very different light, and none of 
them as she truly is, the “Mother Church,” founded by Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God. 

Protestants in the free-church tradition, the fundamentalist 
sects and the many varieties of holiness and pentecostal sects, 
hold so very little in common with Catholicism that it is difficult 
to imagine any possible ground of union at present. Attempts at 
union among themselves through the World Council of Churches 
have revealed rather the greatness of their disunity in the most 
basic points of faith and practice. That there is also actual 
hatred for the Catholic Church on the part of some is continually 
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evidenced by the persecution that is directed against her, and 
that even here in the United States, as reflected in the recent 
presidential campaign. But the Chair of Unity Octave, observed 
each year from January 18 to January 25 inclusive, is a call to 
renew the intensity of prayer for this great Cause. It is by prayer, 
we all know, that “more things are wrought than this world 
dreams of!” 


It is in the field of prayer that each and every one of us-can 
make a powerful and effective contribution to hasten the “great 
return of the other sheep.” Our Holy Father has not ceased to 
beg all to turn to the “Fountainhead of grace’”—the Holy Spirit, 
who alone can bring about the desired unity, being the Bond that 
unites all the members of Christ into one Mystical Body, and, as 
we call Him in the Nicene Creed, “The Lord and Lifegiver!” 


His Holiness expressed His firm confidence in the guidance 
and light of the Holy Spirit in this matter, in an address given 
on Pentecost Sunday last year. He said, “Do not believe that 
the Holy Spirit has abandoned, or is going to abandon His 
Church. What could be the cause of the yearly increase in voca- 
tions to the apostolate except the life-giving breath of the Holy 
Spirit? To what else can we attribute this desire—of which we 
are given new proofs every day—of our separated brethren to 
return to the Center of religious unity, the unam, sanctam, catho- 
licam et apostolicam Ecclesiam?” 

The Holy Father has also encouraged prayer to Mary and to 
the saints. He writes: “May the sweet Mother of Jesus—Mother 
of the Divine Word who was made flesh in her by the grace of 
the Holy Spirit—always answer Our incessant prayers, with 
which We entreat the Holy Spirit to continue to bless the life 
of the Church with His gifts, and to perform His miracles for the 
salvation of the whole world.” It has been suggested by some 
that Our Lady be invoked especially under the title of “Mother 
of Perpetual Help,” since her picture is a familiar icon in the 
Russian and Greek Churches, and devotion to her is a bond of 
union at least among the schismatic churches. In Mohammedan 
countries Mary is also held in high veneration, and much interest 
has been manifested in Our Lady of Fatima. Others, again, in- 
voke her under the title of “Our Lady of the Atonement,” since 
under this title she is patroness of the Chair of Unity Octave. 
Attention is called to the fact that when it is broken down into 
syllables, the word “Atonement” becomes At-One-Ment. This 
aspiration is a part of the “official” prayers for the Octave: Our 
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Lady of the Atonement, Mother of Unity, intercede for us, that 
the prayer of your Divine Son may be fulfilled: “That all may be 
one!” 

“And what about God’s saints?” asks Pope John. “Every 
saint is a masterpiece of grace by the Holy Spirit. Surrounding 
St. Peter in watchful prayer for Holy Church are the saints who 
were her first ornaments, the early disciples of Jesus, and all her 
martyrs and popes, from the highest to the humblest of all ages 
and nationalities....” He then makes special mention of St. 
Gregory Nazianzen and St. John Chrysostom, two great doctors 
of the Eastern Church, and adds: “The commanding voices of 
these two saints are expressing their hopes, conveying their bless- 
ings and interceding for the return of the Eastern churches into 
the fold of the one, holy, Catholic and apostolic Church. A de- 
termined step toward a reunion between the Eastern and the 
Western brethren, within the one and only fold of Christ, the 
Eternal Shepherd, would be a marvelous occurrence and a lovely 
flower of human and heavenly charity. That should be one of 
the most valuable achievements of the coming Second Vatican 
Ecumenical Council, for the glory of God on earth and in heaven, 
and to the general rejoicing at such a consummation of the mys- 
tery of the Communion of Saints.” (Pentecost, 1960.) 

His Holiness recently canonized the holy bishop and cardi- 
nal, St. Gregory Barbarigo, who did much during his lifetime to 
promote union with the Eastern churches, and prayer is recom- 
mended to him for this intention. It would seem that the Holy 
Father has committed it to him in a special way. 

These ardent expressions of hopeful prayer and action on the 
part of the Father of all Christendom must stir up in all of the 
members of the Mystical Body a similar enthusiasm and eager- 
ness for each to contribute his share to the realization of this 
most longed-for goal. You can do this by taking part whole- 
heartedly in this octave of prayer for the Unity of all mankind 
in the Holy Catholic Church. To do this, recite the official prayer 
daily; assist at Holy Mass and receive Holy Communion for the 
particular intention recommended each day; pray the Rosary 
daily for Unity; visit the Blessed Sacrament. Invite non-Catho- 
lics to accompany you to some services. Offer them Catholic 
literature. Pray the Veni Creator Spiritus (Come, Holy Spirit), 
or any prayer to the Holy Spirit. Then, let the grace of the 
Holy Spirit lead you to continue faithfully, day after day, to 
remember this most important work. 
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The Official Octave Prayer 


Antiphon: That all may be One, as Thou, Father, in Me 
and I in Thee; that they also may be one in Us; that the world 
may believe that Thou hast sent Me! 

Y. I say unto thee that thou art Peter. 

ky. And upon this Rock I will build My Church. 


Prayer 


O Lord Jesus Christ, who didst say unto Thine Apostles: 
Peace I leave with you, My Peace I give unto you: regard not 
our sins but the faith of Thy Church, and grant unto her that 
peace and unity which are agreeable to Thy will. Who livest 
and reignest, God forever and ever. Amen. 


Lord Jesus, most gracious Savior of the world, we humbly 
beg of Thee by Thy Most Sacred Heart, that all the sheep now 
wandering astray may be converted to Thee, the Shepherd and 
Bishop of their souls: Who livest and reignest, world without 
end. Amen. (500 days’ indulgence, “Raccolta,” 625.) 


Hope, Our Anchor In 1961 


HAPPY and blessed New Year to all! This is an old but 
meaningful greeting. To realize it fully, let us turn to the 
second theological virtue—the virtue of hope. It is a virtue that 
shone resplendently in our Blessed Mother’s life; it is a virtue 
that Mary expects to find in the lives of all her children; a virtue 
that we will need if we really wish 1961 to be a happy year. 
What is hope? Hope is a supernatural virtue, infused into 
our souls at baptism, which makes us desire God as our highest 
good and expect eternal bliss and the means of obtaining it with 
a firm confidence because of God’s power and goodness. 
Hope is a driving force. It is an incentive to perseverance. 
It is a beacon light in the dark. It is a guiding star. Hope spurs 
on to action. It boosts morale. It keeps the wheels of machinery 
driving. Offer a man a double wage and he will do double work. 
Offer children in school a prize and they will work like the 
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proverbial beaver. But where could we have a stronger motive 
to hope for a desirable reward than that of heaven, which is 
absolutely certain, is indescribable in its beauty, and everlasting 
in its duration? Our Savior, knowing human nature well, holds 
out to mankind the magnificent prospect of an eternal reward. 
He says, “In My Father’s house there are many mansions and I 
go to prepare a place for you, that where I am you also may 
be.” Again He says, “Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is 
very great in heaven.” 


We stand in need of a buoyant hope. Just as faith gives us 
vision and the correct outlook on life, so hope spurs us on to 
action. We all sorely need this stimulant in our daily life. The 
Christian way of life is straight and narrow and full of restric- 
tions. It is an uphill climb, a continual battle with the devil, 
the world and the flesh. By baptism we have been raised to a 
supernatural plane, have been orientated to a heavenly goal, and 
are well provided with means to reach that goal. But we still 
remain human, with all the weakness of original sin clinging to us, 
with all the allurements of the world appealing to our pleasure- 
loving nature, with all the forces of hell plotting for our destruc- 
tion. Without special motives of hope and the prospect of a 
glorious reward in heaven, we are in danger of seeking the satis- 
faction of creatures and losing sight of the Creator and His all- 
loving plans. Our motto therefore should be, “One more day for 
heaven!” What an electrifying effect that thought, if realized, 
would have upon our daily lives! It would brighten each day 
with a silver lining, the silver lining of hope in a magnificent 
prize at the journey’s end. When the cross of physical pain or 
mental anguish bears us down; when the day is drab and dreary 
and our hearts lonely; when the way looks long and the obstacles 
impossible, then we must look upward and onward and say with 
confidence: One more day for heaven! One more day nearer 
home! One more day to earn my crown! One more day to prove 
my love! 

To be effective, our hope must be firm and unshaken. On 
what does hope rest? It rests on two special attributes of God 
—His power and His love. Just as we firmly believe God’s word 
because He is all-knowing and all-truthful, so we hope in God 
because He is all-powerful and all-loving. This truth is so well 
expressed in the Apostles’ Creed: “I believe in God, the Father 
Almighty!” Since God is omnipotent, He can help us; since He 
is all-good, He will help us! 
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The more we reflect upon these two attributes of God, the 
stronger and the more reasonable our hope will become. The 
same Almighty Creator who by one act of His will created this 
universe and still holds all creatures in the hollow of His hand 
has also made us for Himself, to be supremely happy with Him 
forever in heaven. He is the absolute SUPREME BEING, and 
nothing can happen unless He wills or permits it. This thought 
of God’s power sustained the martyrs as they were driven to ex- 
ecution, because they knew that not a hair of their heads would 
be hurt without the permission of God; but if He desired the 
sacrifice, they were willing to make it. The same firm trust in 
God’s almighty power sustains the modern victims of commu- 
nistic hate as they languish in concentration camps, die of cold 
and famish with hunger in Siberia, or toil as slaves in mines and 
fields. They know that God can liberate them and destroy their 
persecutors. But if God wants them to suffer, they repeat bravely 
the words of the Divine Victim in the Garden of Olives: “Not my 
will, but Thine be done!” 


To revive our hope, all we have to do is to look at Our Savior 
as He rises gloriously from the grave on Easter Sunday. He bears 
in His hand the banner of the triple victory over sin and satan 
and death. He has conquered all our enemies, has established a 
Church with all the means of salvation, and cries out to us, His 
faltering disciples: “Have courage! I have overcome the world. 
Follow Me!” Christ is our Triumphant Leader. Yes, we are 
following a triumphant King who has not only achieved a splen- 
did victory for Himself, but has also reopened the gates of heaven 
to His fainthearted disciples, and assured us: “He who follows 
Me walks not in darkness, but shall have the light of life!” 


But God is not only all-mighty; He is also all-good. He 
wants to share heaven with us. For this reason Christ taught us 
to say, “Our Father, who art in heaven!” What firm support to 
hope these words afford! Where the Father is, there we His 
children should be; now in hopeful anticipation—soon in reality. 
To show God’s tender, personal love for each and every one of us, 
Jesus bids us call God FATHER. All the love and generosity 
and solicitude, all the nobility and grandeur of earthly parents 
are compressed into this one word, FATHER. 


Out of love God created us, to share with Him His unlimited 
riches. Out of love this same almighty God became man, suffered 
and died for us, and remains with us in the Blessed Sacrament 
to be our Friend, our Victim, and our Food. And out of infinite 
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love this same God called us to the true Faith, adopted us into 
His family, and made us heirs of heaven. How touching are 
His own words: “With an everlasting love have I loved you; 
therefore have I drawn you, taking pity on you!” Could we 
only realize what this almighty and all-loving God has done for 
us, how strong and driving our hope would be. It would urge us 
to do all in our power to come up to God’s loving designs and 
to secure the eternal crown He is preparing for us. 

Hope produces fruit for eternity. Consider for a moment 
the sanctifying power of a well-anchored hope. It produces a 
threefold effect in our souls. It unites us more closely to God; 
it imparts efficacy to our prayers; it is the principle of fruitful 
activity. These effects are so important and consoling that they 
call for a more detailed explanation. 

First, hope deepens our union with God. It does this in 
both a negative and a positive way. First of all, it detaches us 
more and more from earthly pleasures, which are so deceptive and 
unsatisfying. It dampens our ambition for honors and distinc- 
tions, which soon fade away. It moderates and curbs our im- 
moderate desires for wealth and creature comforts, which really 
cannot satisfy our hearts. And in addition to weakening our 
natural desires for earthly things, hope fills our hearts with a 
real hunger and thirst for the imperishable joys of heaven, and 
thus offers us a goal worth striving for. 

Secondly, hope makes our prayers more effective by giving 
them the necessary quality of a childlike confidence. 

Thirdly, and best of all, hope impels us to strive for a more 
perfect life. We know that our heavenly goal can be reached; 
we covet the crown; we throw everything into the fight. 

Let us turn then to Our Blessed Mother, whose hope was so 
strong and firm. It sustained her in all her sorrows. She looked 
beyond Good Friday to a glorious Easter Sunday. Let us bring 
all our problems and hopes to her. The big problems will all be- 
come small, and she will keep our hopes in God. Let us keep 
close to her and we shall keep close to God, this year and every 
year of our life. 





Spiritual Vitamin for JANUARY 
My God and my All. 


(300 days’ indulgence, ‘‘Raccolta,’’ 5.) 
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Wise Counsels 
of St. Francis DeSales 


Feast — January 29 


EVOTION is neither more or less than a general inclination 
and readiness to do that which we know to be acceptable 
to God. It is that free spirit of which David spoke when he said, 
“T will run the way of Thy Commandments when Thou hast set 
my heart at liberty.” People of ordinary goodness walk in God’s 
way, but the devout run in it, and at length they almost fly 
therein. To be truly devout, we must not only do God’s will, 
but we must do it cheerfully. You should not only have devotion 
and be devout, but you should render it amiable, useful, and 
agreeable to all. The sick will love your devotion for the char- 
itable consolations they derive from it; your family will love it, if 
it renders you more amiable and more sweet in your disposition, 
more solicitous about their welfare, more kind in reproving; your 
relatives and friends will love it, if it renders you more kind and 
condescending to their inclinations, when not contrary to the will 
of God. In fine, it is necessary to make your devotion more 
amiable to all; this is indeed true zeal. You would like me to 
tell you of some ready-made way of perfection, in such sort that 
you have only to put it over your head, as one would a garment; 
and by that means might find yourself perfect, without any 
trouble. Oh, certainly, if that were in my power I should be the 
most perfect man in the world; for if I could give perfection to 
others without their needing to do anything, I assure you I would 
take it in the first instance for myself. Certainly we deceive our- 
selves; for there is no other or greater secret than to do and to 
labor faithfully in the exercise of Divine Love. As to the re- 
pugnance of the inferior part of our soul, we must trouble our- 
selves as little about that as passers-by do of dogs barking in 
the distance. 

I say that one ought to ask for nothing and refuse nothing; 
but leave oneself in the hands of Divine Providence, without 
amusing oneself with any desire except to wish for that which 
God wishes for us. But in any event we must observe the Com- 
mandments of God and those of the Church; and besides this, 
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we must carefully observe the particular commandments which 
regard each person’s vocation. For example, Bishops are com- 
manded to visit their diocese, teach their flocks, defend and con- 
sole them. If a Bishop spent all the week in prayer, and fasted 
all his life, but did not do this, he would be lost. And though a 
woman, being in the married state, were to work miracles, and 
yet take no trouble to bring up her children well, she is worse 
than an infidel, says St. Paul. And so of other cases. But this 
is not all. We ought not only to do the will of God, but in order 
to be devout, we ought to do it cheerfully. If I were not a Bishop, 
it may be that knowing what I know I would not wish to be one; 
but being such, not only am I obliged to do what that painful 
vocation requires, but I ought also to do it joyously, and to be 
pleased with it and find delight in it. 

It is good to mistrust ourselves, but how would that benefit 
us were we not to throw all our confidence on God and wait on 
His mercy? And if you feel no such confidence, cease not on that 
account from making these acts and from saying to Our Lord: 
“Though I have no feeling of confidence in Thee, O Lord, never- 
theless I know that Thou art my God, that I am all Thine, and 
that I have no hope but in Thy goodness, so I abandon myself 
entirely into Thy hands.” It is always in our power to make 
these acts, and although we have difficulty in them, still there 
is no impossibility, and thus we testify faithfulness to Our Lord. 
The throne of God’s mercy is our misery, and though we change, 
He never changes but is always good and merciful. 


Give into the hands of God’s most secret Providence what- 
ever you may find painful to you, and firmly believe that He will 
sweetly conduct you, your life and all your affairs. When we see 
that persecutions or contradictions threaten us with some great 
trouble, we must retire, we and our affections, under the holy 
Cross, with a true confidence that all will end to the advantage 
of those who love God. 


Keep, then, your heart compact and settled; be much on 
your guard against eagerness; often cast your confidence on the 
Providence of Our Lord, and be altogether sure that heaven and 
earth will sooner pass away than the Lord be wanting to your 
protection, as long as you are His obedient child, or at least 
desirous to obey Him. 

Our Lord loves with an extremely tender love those who 
abandon themselves totally to His Fatherly care, allowing them- 
selves to be governed by His good Providence, without consider- 
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ing whether the effects be sweet or bitter to them; being entirely 
assured that nothing can possibly be sent from that Fatherly 
Hand which is not for their good, provided they put their whole 
confidence in Him, and say with a good heart, “My Father, I 
resign my soul, my body and all that I have, into Thy hands, to 
do with them, in Thy love, whatever shall please Thee.” 


It is very true that we must have great confidence thus to 
abandon ourselves without reserve; but also when we do entirely 
abandon ourselves, Our Lord takes care of everything and con- 
ducts everything. But if we reserve our confidence in anything, 
He leaves us, as though He said: “You think yourself wise enough 
to manage this affair without Me; I allow you to guide it; you 
shall see what will come of it in the end.” 


God had promised Abraham to multiply his posterity like the 
stars of heaven, and notwithstanding the command to sacrifice his 
only son, Abraham did not lose hope; but with a simplicity be- 
yond compare, proceeded to execute the command of God, for 
he believed that God would not fail to keep His word. Great, 
assuredly, was his hope; for he saw nothing on which to rest, ex- 
cept the word of God. Oh, how true and solid a foundation is 
that word, for it is infallible. 


And when Isaac asked where the victim was for the holo- 
caust, Abraham said, “God will provide Himself a victim, my 
son.” O my God, how happy would we be if we could make this 
answer to our hearts when we are in anxiety about anything. 
“Our Lord will provide for it,” and thenceforward to have no 
more carefulness or trouble, any more than Isaac; for he held his 
peace after his father’s speech. Great, assuredly, is the confi- 
dence which God requires us to have in His Fatherly care and 
in His Divine Providence, but why should we not have it, seeing 
that no one can ever be deceived in it, and that no one puts his 
trust in God who does not reap the fruits of His confidence. 


Keep your eyes lifted up to God. Augment your courage 
in holy humility, fortify it in sweetness, confirm it in equanimity. 
Make your spirit perpetually the master of your inclinations and 
humors. Never allow apprehensions to enter your heart. Each 
day will give you the knowledge of what you shall best do next. 
You have ere now gotten over many a difficulty, and that was by 
the grace of God; the same grace will be present with you on all 
succeeding occasions, and will deliver you from obstacles, one 
after the other. 
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Your Prayer “Budget’”’ 


HAT does a new year mean to the holy souls in purgatory? 

a new year of suffering and deferred longing for eternal 
union with God in the joys of heaven? or a year in which that 
longed-for goal will be finally attained? Doubtless there are 
many for whom it will bring the attainment of this happiness. 
But surely there are many more who would attain it if we on 
earth would put them in our budget of daily prayer, or, if we 
prefer to call it so, in our budget of charity. 

Who of us could not “squeeze in” a few ejaculatory prayers 
ever so often during the day, and both we and they would be the 
gainers. We might take a resolution to begin our day with the 
Holy Names of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph upon our lips; thereby 
consecrating the day to the Holy Family, and gaining for the 
poor souls an indulgence of seven years each time we pronounce 
these Names. We might find time as we walk along the street, 
or as we just sit and rest a moment, or wait for someone, to let 
the beads of our rosary slip through our fingers while we repeat 
these Holy Names, or some other ejaculations, all the time mint- 
ing heavenly gold for the dear ones who have gone to the world 
beyond. When we pray the Rosary, no matter what specific 
intentions we may have, what graces we may be imploring, we 
may give the indulgences to the holy souls. When we bless our- 
selves with a devout Sign of the Cross, we may gain an indulgence 
of three years; seven years, if we use holy water. 

Why not take this idea of making a budget of your day and 
see what prayers and little sacrifices you could daily offer for the 
poor souls? If you like a variety of indulgenced prayers, we 
suggest that you get a copy of our fifteen-cent booklet, “Jndul- 
genced Prayers and Aspirations.” If you like certain favorites 
you have long used, very well. Just use them frequently. Cul- 
tivate the habit of interior aspirations or use lip prayer, if that 
is easier, and it will keep you in close contact with heavenly 
things and enable you to live in a recollected, prayerful manner, 
which is the way God would like you to spend your days. The 
years slip by so quickly, and this is also the way you would wish 
you had spent them when the last day of life comes, and you find 
yourself face to face with your Eternal Judge. This is the way 
the saints spent their precious moments, and they do not regret 
it now. 
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Little Lovers’ League 


© ATHOLIC Youth Month 
is here, Little Lovers, 
and that should mean very 
much to every one of you. 
January is your month, and 
the boy Christ is your Lead- 
er. Study Him all you can 
and learn to live your days 
with Him at your side. Talk 
to Him about your school 
work, about your games, 
about your problems. Ask 
Him to help you to be more 
obedient, more pure and 
more kind. He doesn’t want 
you to say long, formal 
prayers to Him all the time. 
He wants to be your Friend. 
And you know, friendship is 
something very wonderful. 
Friends are those who love 
one another and who share 
each other’s secrets. Friends 
like to be together and to 
make one another happy. 
Remember that Jesus wants 
to be your best Friend. Talk 
to Him often, just as you 
would talk to a friend. Tell Him how hard it is at times to be different 
when the crowd is doing wrong—He will help you to be courageous. 
And if you fall into sin, tell Him right away that you are sorry and ask 
His help to avoid sin in the future. Remember, God became a child be- 
cause He wanted to come close to you and all mankind in order to draw 
us close to Himself. He isn’t only far off in heaven; He’s right within 
your heart, so don’t forget Him. 

One of the ways to grow in love for Our Lord and to come closer to 
Him is by receiving Him in Holy Communion as often as you can. Why 
not make this your New Year’s Resolution? Every Holy Communion will 
bring you nearer to Christ, will deepen your friendship with Him, and 
will make your soul strong with His strength. Ask Our Lady and 
St. Joseph to teach you to live your days with Jesus at your side as they 
did at Nazareth. 





PRACTICE: Make a good intention before every important action 
of your day. All it takes is the little prayer: “All for Thee, O Jesus.” 
ASPIRATION: Jesus, Mary and Joseph, I give you my heart and soul. 
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Sambo’s Solution 


“HURRY up, slowpoke, you'll be late for supper!” Bob Baker broke 
into a run and left his younger brother lagging behind. Ted pushed 
his hands deeper into his pockets and shtugged his shoulders. He was 
glad that Bob took the hint and left him alone. Why should he hurry, 
anyway? With a report card like the one he was bringing home, he’d 
rather not get there/at all. The only decent mark on the whole card 
was in science. Ted‘knew without looking what Bob’s marks would be— 
“probably straight A’s again, and he doesn’t study as much as I do,” 
thought Ted. “Some guys have all the luck.” As he passed St. Mark’s 
Church, Ted slipped in for a short visit. “Please, Lord, don’t let Dad 
get too mad about this. I did try, and you know how bad I feel about 
these low grades... .” 

Supper over, Mr. Baker said to his two sons, “Let’s go into the den 
and look over the report cards, boys.” Ted swallowed hard and tried 
to ignore the grin on his older brother’s face. Mr. Baker laid the report 
cards out on the desk and studied them. After what seemed to Ted like 
an eternity, he said, “Boys, did I ever tell you about Jumbo and Sambo?” 
Ted almost fell off the chair. What was Dad up to, prolonging the agony 
like this! The boys shook their heads. Mr. Baker continued, “Jumbo 
and Sambo were two monkeys—Jumbo, a very big monkey, and Sambo, 
a very small one. One day both were very hungry and couldn’t find a 
thing to eat. After searching for hours, they finally came to a river. On 
the other side stood a giant banana tree, and to two hungry monkeys, 
that was like an oasis in the desert. But they had a problem. Big Jumbo 
could swim, but couldn’t climb a tree. Little Sambo could climb but 
couldn’t swim. Finally, Sambo had an idea. ‘Jumbo, put me on your 
back and swim across the river; then I’ll climb for the bananas.’ And 
boys, it worked fine. Those monkeys had a banquet!” 

The boys looked puzzled. “But what do monkeys have to do with 
our report cards, Dad?” asked Bob. “Bob, your marks are good except 
for science; that seems to be your weak point. Strange to say, this is 
Ted’s best grade. Do you get what I’m aiming at? God gives different 
talents to everyone; but He doesn’t want these talents buried. He wants 
us to help each other with the talents we have. Don’t you think the 
monkeys’ idea is worth a try? I think you'll learn that by working to- 
gether a little more and helping each other, things will improve on both 
sides. And keep that monkey story in your heads. It’s a good lesson 
in humility. Some of us do the swimming; others do the climbing, and 
it’s together that we get to heaven.” 

Later that evening, Mr. Baker looked up from the evening paper to 
see Ted at his side. “Well, Sambo, are you still up? I thought you were 
asleep an hour ago.” Ted grinned and said: “I couldn’t sleep, Dad, with- 
out thanking you for making a monkey out of me tonight. I'll probably 
never be much of a swimmer, but I’ll sure practice climbing as hard as 
I can.” Mr. Baker laughed. “It’s a deal, Sambo. And, by the way, you 
know I never was much of a swimmer myself. Bob takes after your 
Mother—so I understand. Good night, son.” 
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A Light to 
the Nations! = 


Today more than ever before the Catholic Church needs zealous 
lay apostles to be “Epiphany stars” to modern seekers after God, 
leading them to the place where God still dwells among’ us—on the 
altar of every Catholic Church. 


LIVE YOUR FAITH 


Inspiring call to live up to the promises made at Baptism and 
to put into action the heavenly powers poured into our souls at 
Confirmation. 10¢ 


DO YOU KNOW THE CHURCH? 


Shows how Christ established the Catholic Church to continue 
His work as teacher, priest and pastor. Sections on the Church as a 
divine society and on the Bible and Tradition are very enlightening 
to all. 
HOW TO FIND THE TRUE CHURCH 


Clear and well-founded explanation of the marks and attributes 
of the true Church of Christ as fulfilled only in the Catholic Church. 


RAYS OF CATHOLIC TRUTH 


Tells why grace is absolutely necessary for salvation as well as 
what grace is; its chief channels. Ready-reference section on Holy 
Mass. 

MORE PRECIOUS THAN DIAMONDS 


A complete explanation of the effects of sanctifying grace and 
how it is the beginning here on earth of our heavenly glory. 


All booklets 15¢, unless otherwise stated. Reduction on quantities. 
Postage extra. Complete set of five booklets, 75¢ postpaid. 


Leaflets, Holy Pictures and Verse Cards 


most frequently requested by Catholic Action workers, home 
visitors, Legion of Mary and others, now being offered in our “Courage 
of Christ” pack. 


Special during January and February: Selection of 25 for 25¢, postpaid. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





in the Beginning 


The beginning of creation, of a new life 

or of a new year: all are in the hand of God. 

Begin 1961 right and it will end right—with God! Good reading will 
help you follow the right way. 


The sublimest mysteries of our Faith, doctrinally founded, are 
simply presented and inspiringly described in the following booklets: 


What Is God? True Veneration of the Sacred Heart 
Devotion to the Holy Spirit Devotion to the Most Holy Trinity 


The proof of God’s love for us is the Holy Eucharist—where He is 
our hope, our most powerful sacrifice of atonement, our best Friend, 
our all! 


God With Us Eucharistic Heart-talks with Jesus 
God Himself, Our Sacrifice Holy Eucharist, Our All 


The next four booklets tell of the riches of Holy Mass, and of the 
Sacraments that prepare you to receive these treasures more fruitfully. 


Your Mass and You Confession, its Fruitful Practice 
Fount of Eternal Youth (Baptism) Communicate Frequently & Devoutly 


And lastly, booklets on the day-by-day plan of right living and 
prayer, the moment-to-moment means for a true Christian life back to 
God. 

From Earth to Heaven Prayer, the Great Means of Grace 


Gems from the Liturgy_Advent Liturgical Novenas for the Feasts 
to Ascension, 96 pages, 20¢. of B. V. M., 128 pages, 25¢. 


All booklets 64 pages, 15¢ each, unless otherwise stated. Postage extra. 
Complete set only $2.70, postpaid. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 








